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midway bonsai society

He MIDWAY NEWS

5. Tree OF THeEe MONTH: BUuDDLeJa BY
JONaTHanN cain

IT BELONGS TO THe SCrorPHuULariaceae Famity WHICH IS CHaracrteriseb BY
SIMPLE OPPOSITE Leaves. THe Leaves are narrow

anb OBLONG. IT IS a sHIrUB Or smatlL Tree, 2-10m 1IN HelGHT. THere are aBouT
100 sPecles WOoreLb wibe. THe FLOwers are BiseXual OCCUrrinGg at tTHe enbD
OF THe BrancHes.

THe BEeST recognisebD skPecCles FOIr BONsal Is BUbDLeJa sallGna (sauliGna
meaning witLtow) CoOmmaon Nname FaLse oulive, WHITe ollve anb

BUTTer~LY BUSH. BUuDDLeJa saulGna Is embemiIC TO SA anb OCCUrs atL over
SA WITH THE eXCePTION OF LeSOTHO, KWwa Zzulu NaTalL CoOasTtal BeLT anb
THe arib wesTern HalrF OF SA.

WHY IS BUDDLeJa usebD?

THEeY Have a HIGH survival rate
aFTer BelnGg removebD From THe
WILD.

+ THeY BUD everywHere aLLowing
GOOD BrancH pLacementT.

+ THEe BrancHes GrowTH IS FasT.

+ THe Leaves rebuce TO abBouT
5mim.

+ THe BrancHes Can Be BenNT WITH
wire.

+ THEe Barrk Can Be carveb WITH an
INTeresTinG Graln anb TexXTure.

« IT IS an everagreen Tree sO boes
NOT LOSEe ITS Leaves In winrter

APPearance: Bark Is FIssureb anb FLakey WITH BrancHes aTt 4 anacLes. IT
IS MOore aGrey THanm Brown. THe OLD Trunks are rFLuTebD aPkPearing
Mmuscutar bue TO ITS vVerTICal saP FLOW. THe sTems

Can aLso Be TwisTeD WITH Damace Ccauseb BY Termites. Leaves are
OBLONG, Green ON TOP WITH PaLe Grey BelOW. FLoOwers are cerusTterebD
WHITEe TO Cream ProbucCing a Fruit OF aBOUT 2mm.

THe WOOD IS TOUGH anb Hatrb MakInG IT GOOD FOr JINsS anb sHarls.

Buddleja — Louis Nel
B e
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5. Tree OF THe MONTH: BUuDDLeJa BY
JONnaTHan cCain

POSITION: PIroPaGaTtion Is easilty DOoONne THroucH seeb anb CUuTTIiNGs.
seebD WILL Germinarte 1IN aBOUT 4 WeeKs, aLTHOUGH erraTiC.
CUTTINGS Neeb TO Be HOrmone 1Treateb.

PruninGg: CoONsTanT LeaFr removacl Is essenTiat FOr smatlk Leaves anb
FfamiFICaTioON. THere IS very LT TLe DIe BacCK, SO TIGHT Pruning Is POsSSsIBLE.
FOLIaGe May BeCome very bense Leaving a HIDING PLacCe FOr PesTsS. IT
IS aPICat DOMINanT, SO THe GrowTH ON TOP WILL alwads Be STronGcesT.
BeCause OF THe aLTernaTting Palrs OF Leaves IT IS a GOOD species FOr
CLIP anb Grow THe Tree Has a verrTiCat sakP FLow. TWO BrancHes may
Be LIVING ON THe Same veln. BY removing a Lower BrancH TOO CLOSe TO
THE Trunk may sToOP THe FLOW TO THe uUPPer BrancCH. A Lower THICK
BrancCH musT Be remaoveD IN sTaGes.

Due TO verTIiCalt sabP FLOW eaCH BrancH wiLk Have a sPeCIFIC rooT. THe
IDea Is NOT TO Have TWO Or more BrancHes bevelOPING ON THe same
veln BelnG Feb BY THe Same roOoT. OTHerwlise GrowTH rate on TtHe
BrancHes wiLt Be sLower THanm oTHer BrancHes WHICH Have one rooT.
N orber TO THICKeN THe BrancH aLltow IT TO Grow, anb THen LaTtTer CuT
BaCK anb SsTylLe. LarGe wounbs witL NoT Heatl easity sO wHen
Femoving a Larcge BrancCH ratHer marke a Fearture LRe a Jin or a sHarl
THE WOOD IS exXTremelyY Harb ambD riGcib WIiTH a bry welGHT 1TOOKG/M3.
(NaTab MaHOGONY 600KG/M3, HArberkoou

1200KG/M3). Ibea FOr carvinGg. THe BONsals are wartereb recularty
WHICH Causes roT. SO SseallnG beab woOoOD IS very Important. Lime
SULPHUI IS someTimes useb. THIS LOOKS WHITe anbD IF SPILLeD ONTO THe
Live wWOOD Can KiLL a veln. A BeTTer sOLUuTIoON IS wWOOD GLUe, WHICH GlIves
a GOOD Brown aestHeTIC aPPeal TO THe Deab wOOD THIS Nneebs TO Be
FfeaPpPLIEeD every 2 years.

Buddleja — Artist Unknown
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5. Tree OF THe mOoOnNTH: BUuDDLeJa BY
JONaTHaNnN Cain

WIrlNG: THEe BrancCHes are BriTrLe anb Break easiLy, sO Be CareruL
wHen WIrnG on reGcutar Prunebdb, THe GrowTH rate Is sLower, sO
wWire Can Be removebD aFTer 3 TO 5 mMonTHSs. WHere THe Tree Grows
FAasT THe SHaPe sHOULD Be reTalneb aFTer 2 TO 3 MONTHS From

RePOTTING: ANY TIMe OF Year, IF THe rooTs are NoT BelnG CUT, BUT
BeST From Mayd TO sePTemBer. Be Carerul OF removinG rooTs as

THe rooT Is FeebDING a sPkPecCiFIC BrancH. YyOou may Loose an
IMPOIrTanT BrancH. beeP POT IS BeST OTHerwise BrancHes 1enb TO
Dle. NaTurat coLoureb POTS SUITe THe BeST. WHere THe Tree
DISPLaAyYs MmuscLes a FLuTeD POT IS comPLemenTaryd. RePOT YounaG
Trees every 2 years anb UP TO everd seven years FOr OLD Trees

FEEDING: THIrOUGHOUT THe Yealr WITH a Generat FerrTiLizZer.

waTering: Can wWiTHSTanNb LONG Periobs OF DrouGHT 1IN THe wWILD. 1IN
a POT YOU WILL LOOSEe BrancHes.

ProrPaGgaTiOn: ProPaGarion Is easity DONne THrouGH Sseeb anb
CUTTINGS. seeDb WILL Germinarte 1IN aBOuUuT 4 weeKs, aLTHOUGH erraTiC.
CUTTINGS Neeb TO Be HoOrmaone tTrearteb.

Buddleja — Artist Unknown
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