midway bonsai society

2. Tree OF THe MmaomntH: FeBruary
2016
BOuUGalnvitLea

BOUGalnviLLea s a Genus o~ THorMy
ornamenTalL vines, BUusHes, anb Trees WITH
FLOWElr-LIKe SPIrNNG Leaves near ITs
FLOwWers., THe BoOuGalnvitLea Is a verd
aTTracTive sPecCles FOr BONsal enTHUSIasTs,
DUe TO THelr ease OF TraininGg anb THelr
FablanT FLOwerinG THaT Can occur
THroOuGHOUT THe Year.

BOUGalnvitLea were nartlve PLanTs OF
SOUTH AMmeriCa. IT IS aCCePTeD TO Be
BeTween 4 anb 18 SPeCles 1IN THe
BOUGalnvitLea BUT THIrouGH INTerBreebInG
OF THe skPecCles THere are currenTtLy over
300 HYBrIDS arounb THe worLb. THe GrowTH
fatTe OF BOUGalnvitLeas varies ~rom stow
TO rarIbD, bePenbDIinG ON THe varieTy. THeY
TenD TO FLower aLtl Year rounb IN
eQuaToriac reGions. ELsewHere, THey are
seasonag WITH BLOOM CcycCcLes TYPICalLly
FOUlr TO SIX WeeKs.

Bougainvillea bonsai by Erik Wigert

BOUGalnvitLeas Grow BesT IN Dry solL IN very BriGgHT Full sun amb WITH
FreQuUenT FerTILIZaTION; BUT THeY reQulre LITTLe waTter once esTaBulisHeD, anb
IM FaCT WIiLL NOT FLOUrISH IF Over-waTtereb. THeY Can Be easilty ProrPaGaTeD Via
TIP CUTTINGS.

BOUGainviLLea are successrFuLLyY
GrarFTebD WHICH alLLOW FOr one Tree 10
Carryg numerous coLour BracTs

INTeresTING FacCT:

BOUGalnvitLea Have No FLower PeTals.
THe FLoOower you may Have THOUGHT You
sSee |s actTualtly a Bract wWHICH IS IN FacCT
a Lear.

ALL BONSsal FOrms are POssIBLe WITH THIS
eXOTIC skPecCies. BeCause THe PLanT Has
atLrternarte Leaves, IT IS a GOOD suBJeCT
FOr DIreCTionact pPruninGg. bo NoT Be
aFrralb TO remove manyd or aLt THe OLD
BrancHes wHen BeGinninGg WIiTH Your
BOMNSal. ONne OF THe BeST rutes wHeH
TryinNG 1O Create a GOOD BOuUuGalnvitiLea
BONMSaAl Is TO CreaTe a GOOD sKeLeToN
anb WOI'kK From THere



