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Vice-chairman  and Editors Report for the September 2021 meeting

1. Chairman's Report

Midway Bonsai Society

The heat is upon us. Make sure you watch your trees carefully. You don’t want them to dry 
out too much, unless it’s a Spekboom or a Baobab. With water cuts or flow restrictions 
happening more often, It is probably a good idea to keep a couple of buckets of water in 
reserve for emergencies. You don’t want your sensitive plants to dry out too much in this 
heat.

Some sad news for our club. Gareth will be leaving for Panama for most likely the next year 
or so. He was offered an awesome opportunity that he accepted. We are all wishing him the 
very best of luck. Hopefully, we will see him again in the near future. 

Happy travels Gareth. Stay safe and happy. May your trees grow strong in your absence.

Pieter Bosch
Vice-Chairman
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To the left : 
Stay safe my friend 
and enjoy every 
moment of it. I 
personally will miss 
your upbeat attitude 
and friendly smile.
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2. Club news

Bonsai meeting will be held as usual on Saturday 16 October 2021
at Jonathan and Denise‘s Nursery.

Normal Workshop @ 12h00 – Please bring any trees to work on. Mentors will be happy 
to assist. 

Mini Show Table – Any style that you would like to brag with.

Denise will be doing a carving workshop. Please bring any trees that need carving and 
your own carving bits. If you are not sure, just come and listen or bring a tree that 
needs some attention.

We will serving Boerie Rolls and Prego Chicken; Beers and Cooldrinks 
(Coffee and Tea will be available with a rusk or biscuit).

Please bring any goodies for the raffle table and remember to return all Library books.

Please remember about the Show at Killarney Mall on 29 to 31 October. Everyone is 
welcome to just come say hallo or help out.

Midway Bonsai Society September 2021

3. September’s meeting 
- Vaughan Ferreira from Grow Organics

~“Come to the woods, for here is rest. There is no repose like that of the 
green deep woods. Sleep in forgetfulness of all ill.”
- John Muir

Vaughan became very technical on the Organic chemicals. It was very interesting to hear all 
the different kinds of products that are available to use on especially struggling trees or for 
normal use. I tend to stay away from pesticides and harsh chemicals and only use Systemics 
as a last resort. Healthy trees should not need much pesticides. These products are perfect in 
that regards as it strengthens the tree so that it can protect itself.

To the left: Vaughan Ferreira from Grow Organics.
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Above and below: Nutricast contains Worm 
castings and are a natural source of organic 
nutrients and beneficial bacteria

WHAT IS NutriCAST?

NutriCAST (biohumus) – is a natural organic 
fertilizer. It is a natural means for re-cultivation 
of the soil. NutriCAST is capable of bringing life 
back to degraded soil and significantly increase 
fertility of soil. 

Benifits of NutriCAST™️:
Plays a key role to achieve sustainability in 
plant growth production because it possesses 
many desirable properties such as:
•High nutritional value
• Has high water holding capacity
• Improves Cation Exchange Capacity (CEC)
• Beneficial effects on the physical, chemical 
and biological characteristics of soil.
• NutriCAST soil improves the soil environment, 
encouraging the proliferation of roots, which in 
turn draws more water and nutrients from 
larger areas.
• It has been shown that these plant responses 
may be due to the production of plant growth 
regulators such as indole acetic acid (IAA), 
kinetin, or gibberellins associated with humic
and fulvic acids also acting as plant growth 
regulators

Beneficial effects on the physical chemical and 
biological characteristics of soil.
Addition of NutriCAST™️ to soil improves the 
soil environment, encouraging the proliferation 
of roots, which in turn draw more water and 
nutrients from larger areas.

Vaughan made a soil amendment mix of NutriCAST, Insect Frass and Biochar. I can’t remember 
the exact ratios. They are all organic so ratios and amount do not have to be exact as no harm can 
come to your trees. 



5

The Midway News

Midway Bonsai Society September 2021

Insect frass

Insect frass, such as mealworm castings, is simply the feces of the insect. Worm castings are one of 
the more widely available forms of frass, but all insects void themselves and leave behind some form 
of the stuff. Insect frass in gardens and bonsai pots helps add nutrients to soil.

Insect frass (insect droppings) is a 100% naturally produced soil enhancer that offers a wide range of 
biological benefits to your plants – plant immune booster. It prolongs the fertility of your growing 
medium by adding a balance of long-lasting primary nutrients in a highly available form. Composed 
entirely from the droppings of beetles and meal worms, this premium grade frass is packed full of 
beneficial micro-organisms and natural plant growth catalysts.
Insect frass will stimulate robust plant growth, improve root zone conditions and create vigorous high 
yielding plants.

Above: Insect Frass

Bio Char

Bio Char is a high carbon product that increases soil fertility.

A high carbon product that increases soil fertility.
•Increases cation exchange capacity in soils.
•Aids in retaining water and nutrients in the soil.
•increase the presence of beneficial micro-organisms.
•reduces acidity in soils.

Above: Bio Char
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Below: The final mix

Midway Bonsai Society September 2021

To the left: Vaughan applying the 
mix to an old Juniper that was 
looking a bit pale.

Above: Vaughan applied the mix 
to this old Juniper that was looking 
a bit pale.
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Vaughan also spoke about the pros and cons of the products below. I will only give a brief highlight of 
a few. With these products he also made a mix of sorts and sprayed the old pale Juniper thoroughly. 
Jonathan will keep us abreast of any significant changes worth reporting.

Biodyne Environoc 401
Beneficial microbes provide broad benefits for many plants including increased health and vigour, 
healthier roots, stronger and longer stems, increased flower/fruit production, phosphate solubilisation
capabilities and nitrogen-fixing capabilities.
Key features:
•Over 25 strains of fresh, viable and natural microbes selected for their capabilities to provide 
increased plant health and production through enhanced rhizosphere (root microenvironment) 
activities from specialised capabilities of the microbes.
•High count microbial inoculant with efficacy across a number of environmental applications.

Biobizz Grow
Liquid growth fertilizer which can be applied to most types of soil and substrate mixtures.
BioBizz Grow is an all organic growth promoter made from 100% Dutch sugar beet extract. This potent 
growth formula is a complete fertiliser solution containing everything your plants need. Enriched with 
70 trace elements, natural sugars, humic acids, kelp, and vitamins B1, B2, C and E; Bio Grow is one of 
the best organic growth promoters out there.
BioBizz Bio Grow has an NPK ratio of 4-3-6 and is a well balanced fertiliser. Designed for use with 
mostly all types of soil, Bio Grow primarily works by activating bacteria in the soil which in turn helps 
boost the vegetative growth of your plants.
Key features of Bio Grow include:
•High nitrogen concentration for vigorous vegetative growth
•An abundance of trace elements, sugars, vitamins and humic acids for healthy plants
•All-organic complete fertiliser solution made entirely from sugar beet extract
•Ideal for organic gardeners and those growing in soil or cocopeat.

Bio-Impilo
Plant immune system booster and root/growth enhancer. Bio-impilo inhibits the growth of parasites 
and increases plant resistance to disease, by activating the plants natural defence system. Bio-impilo

also acts as a plant growth stimulator and root enhancer.
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Below: Vaughan giving his talk
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Below: A few of the trees that was worked on at the meeting.
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Below: It is sometimes like the wild 
west out there. Take a “before” 
picture. You will be amazed at what 
can be achieved in a short meeting.

Below: A nice little Wild Olive. Full of potential

9



10

The Midway News

Midway Bonsai Society September 2021

Above: Just look at this healthy looking Juniper.
I believe this is one of Vaughan trees that he treated with his “muti”.
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Below: Another trees that belongs to Vaughan. This “swampy” is starting to look very nice.
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I hope you have enjoyed this months issue of the Midway News.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me directly. 

I took many more picture but my old camera phone is not always the best, some of them 
were very blurry or over exposed

If you want to show off a few of your trees in the Newsletter, please send some picture to 
me. A big thank you to everyone that send in pictures. Without you this issue would not be 

possible

Pieter Bosch

Below: This is a 

Celtis that self 

seeded and was 

cut down by 

Jonathan's 

mother, as she 

could not pull it 

out. He lifted it 20 

years ago and 

created it into a 

bonsai. Its age is 

about 40 yrs.


