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1. Vice-Chairman's Report
Vice-chairman and Editors Report for the October 2021 meeting
I remember that on the first time Gareth came to a Carving workshop he brought a plank.
It was hilarious. What I didn’t tell anyone was that I nearly did the same thing my first
time. Denise has superior skills when it comes to carving. Making a very plain piece of
deadwood look artistic a natural is truly an artform. One I clearly haven’t mastered.
I enjoy seeing the many new faces joining our little club. Sharing my passion for Bonsai
with them is a joy. Soon we will be having our New Talent Development. It is a great
opportunity to learn and always lots of fun.
The saying at the start of the Carving section of this newsletter especially rings true for me.
The only person you must impress with your trees are yourself. It is fun sharing them with
others, but if you learn something with every mistake you make, you are in good company.
Pieter Bosch
Vice-Chairman

To the left :
My Trichodiadema
(Donkey Vygie)
flowering.
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2. Club news
Bonsai meeting will be held as usual on Saturday 20 November 2021
at Jonathan and Denise‘s Nursery.
Normal Workshop @ 12h00 – Please bring any trees to work on. Mentors will be happy to
assist.
Mini Show Table – Any style that you would like to brag with.

•
•
•
•

In November Thivern will be doing a presentation on Privets.
4 December is the Year-End party with all of our families.
In January Johann is doing a talk on Rocks (for Suiseki, root over rock etc…)
In February we are doing the New Talent Development.

We will serving Boerie Rolls and Prego Chicken; Beers and Cooldrinks
(Coffee and Tea will be available with a rusk or biscuit).
Please bring any goodies for the raffle table and remember to return all Library books.
Below: A Spekboom flower

Below: A Dandelion Flower among the Vygies.
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3. October’s meeting
- Carving workshop with Denise
~“My goal is not to be better than anyone else, but to be better than I used to be.”
- Dr Wayne W. Dyer
Carving is something you must do to understand. Watching someone else do it only gets you
that far. Power tools versus hand tools. Which do you prefer? At ABC5 the international
Demonstrators showed a clear preference for hand tools. Jonathan has received some very
nice hand tools. Getting my hand on a few is my next priority. Learning how to use them is
another matter.
Below: The hand tools Jonathan have in his shop. Very sexy.
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Below: Just look at that. Very handy. I need some of these tools for Christmas. Can someone
send a picture of these tools to my wife please.
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Below: Carving deadwood can greatly enhance the features of a tree. Here is an
Wild Olive that has been carved to create a very natural look.
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Below: Oom Hennie has been traveling all over South Africa sharing his vast knowledge on the
techniques he uses in creating his wonderful Mames. He really enjoys it. If you ever have the
opportunity to attend one of his Presentations you will not be disappointed.
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Below: Local carving superstar Denise demonstrating carving techniques on an old
Wild Olive.
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Below: A few of the members preparing for the meeting.

To the left: There are always senior members
available to help beginners.

Below: Denise doesn’t do Presentations but
watching her carve in a workshop is special.
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Before

Below: This very unimpressive Juniper belongs to me. This is material I
experiment on and try new things. Like carving and creating a Shari
(Deadwood on the main trunk of the tree).
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After

Below: Denise tried her best but it seems I just don’t have the carving gene
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4. Fruits from my Garden and WhatsApp gems
Below: This is just some fun pictures I took of fruit that is growing in my garden.
Below: Valencia Orange
(Container grown)

Below: Palmer Navel
(Container grown)

Below: Apple (some English
cooking variety)

Below: Apricot

Below: Ruby Red Grapefruit
(Container grown)

Below: Eureka Lemons
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Below: This Bougainvillea was sent in by Arnold. Very nice

13

Midway Bonsai Society

October 2021

The Midway News
4. Fruits from my Garden and WhatsApp
Below: Three of Oom Hennies flowering Cotoneasters. Magnificent. I think we should

grant him the honorary title of Grand Master Yoda.
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5. Update on last months treated trees
Below: The Juniper that was treated with the Environoc/NutriCAST mixtures has seen
drastic improvements as reported by Jonathan. Below left the tree can be seen before
treatment. On the right is about a month later. The foliage is much healthier looking.

The Olive has not shown much signs of improvement yet, but we all know Wild Olives
can be big babies. We will keep an eye on it and report what we see.
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6. Editor's letter
Below: This flowering miniature Orchid was sent in by Johann. Stunning

I hope you have enjoyed this months issue of the Midway News.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me directly.
If you want to show off a few of your trees in the Newsletter, please send some picture to
me. A big thank you to everyone that send in pictures. Without you this issue would not be
possible

Pieter Bosch
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