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Chairman’s Report for the January 2020 meeting

Welcome to 2020, I hope everyone had a good break and wish all 
the success for new year.

This past meeting we did a show and tell and it was awesome to 
see the different trees but even better to hear the stories about 
each one. 

The next meeting will be a treat as we are getting surprise 
speaker from the EBS club giving a demo. 

I am quite enjoying the rain and warm days this summer and my 
trees are also loving it. Plus saving on the water bill!

I hope to see you all at the next meeting.

Thivern
Chairman

1. Chairman's Report
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2. Club news

The next club meeting is on the 15th of February 2019. We will meet at our usual 
place at 12h00. Shaundre Craukamp from EBS, will be doing a demonstration 
on a large juniper chinensis. Shaundre won the national new talent at ABC4 in 
2015 at the age of 15!

Bob Mahler from the USA, recognised his talent at ABC5 and suggested that he 
needs more exposure. So please come join us and support Shaundre.

3.  Birthdays

We have a few birthdays before our next 
meeting,  

Clinton and Karen Warrington 23 Jan
Justin Vern 25 Jan
Leon Lourens 15 Feb

Midway Bonsai Society January 2020

To the left: Right after I 
dug my Spekboom
(featured on page 9) 
-August 2018
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4. January’s meeting 

~“Though no one can go back and make a brand new start, anyone can start from 
now and make a brand new ending.”
-Carl Bard

~”You can learn new things at any time in your life if you're willing to be a beginner. If 
you actually learn to like being a beginner, the whole world opens up to you.”

- Barbara Sher

Below: George and Richard. George was a little caught off guard. 
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Below: This Portulacaria afra var. Limpopo belongs to Marc. A beautiful specimen with lots of 
potential.
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Below: Jonathan dug this one out of his mother garden (if I remember 
correctly). Celtis Africana
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Below: Richard brought a lovely Wild 
olive as well

To the left: Richard with a very 
interesting Pinus Cembra or Austrian 
Stone Pine.
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Below: Mack and his wonderful ficus Burt Davii
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Below: Not the best photo. I dug this Spekboom out of Jonathan and Denise’s garden at 
Mikibu. I am experimenting with growing this tree in 100% LECA. So far it is loving it.
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Born 01 September 2000 

It all started one day by going through my grandmother’s “Gardener” magazines, 
that I came across an article about Bonsai trees and their history. That is where I 
first got my interest in bonsai.

The very next weekend I got my grandfather to take me to the nursery near to us-
The Tulip Garden. I went to have a look at their bonsai sale trees, and bought myself 
a small tree which was my first bonsai. The tree is called an “Acacia” –Monkey Thorn. 
At the same nursery’s notice board we saw an advert for a beginner’s course. I got 
my grandmother to contact them and made an appointment for me to join the class 
on the 07th August 2010.

I completed the course and joined The Southern Bonsai Kai. I really enjoyed myself 
there. At that point I was the youngest member in the club- at the age of 10. I 
learned a lot from all the members. In 2012 I entered the New Talent contest and got 
some experience. In 2014 the Chairman of Southern Bonsai Kai closed the bonsai 
club as he had other things to attend to on weekends.

My family decided to go to the ‘EBS’ meetings as one of my grandfather’s friends is in 
this club and invited us. They welcomed us with open arms. I got approached to do 
the New Talent contest again at the EBS club level – and I achieved 2nd place. I 
joined the EBS club in April 2014.

In 2015, I again did the New Talent event at EBS, and achieved 1st place at club 
level. And in May 2015 went to BRAT Regional Final and achieved 1st place in the 
region.

Then we had SABA New Talent finals were held in Stellenbosch at the ABC4 in 
November 2015, and I won the overall 1st place.

I have done two demos at ERBK and a few my local club EBS and at BRAT meetings. 
I enjoy it very much. I enjoy it the most on helping the other people with their trees 
and styling. I assist with the monthly workshops at EBS by giving advice on styling of 
various species of trees for both newer members as well as more experienced 
members.

5. My Journey with Bonsai-Shaundre Craukamp



11

The Midway News

Midway Bonsai Society January 2020

In October 2019, Dave Wilson asked me to attend ABC5 convention in Pretoria, 
where I registered for 5 workshops with different International Masters working 
on large Juniper Procumbens Nana. It gave me more experience which I will 
share with everyone at my club and with my grandmother at home. The 
experience I gained will all be shared at various demos that I hope to do in the 
future.

My grandmother and myself as well as few of our the EBS club members as well 
as members from other clubs go to an additional workshop once a month at 
Creaky Tree in Bedfordview, This is a informal bonsai group and it is open to any 
bonsai enthusiast and I (Shaundre) often assist any people attending the 
workshop and I often do not get time to work on my own trees. Where we can 
share all our knowledge further between us on the trees we are growing.

Above: Shaundre working with Master Bob Mahler. This photo was taken from 
Kifu Bonsai Facebook page with permission. Thanks Bob.
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6. Editor’s letter
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Until we meet again.
Pieter Bosch
News Editor

January was a bit of a sad beginning for us all. Toni Reyneke passed away. She was Oom
Hennie’s wife. We will all be thinking of him and his family in this difficult time. 

I hope to see you all again at the February meeting. 


