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Chairman’s Report for the February 2020 meeting

1. Chairman's Report

Midway Bonsai Society

Hi All

At the last meeting we had Shaundre give us a demo on styling. 
This young man has some real talent and we all look forward to 
seeing as his bonsai career progresses. Thank you very much 
Shaundre and the EBS for joining our last meeting – you are 
always welcome if you want to come visit again.

At the next meeting Johann will be doing a talk on Baobabs. If you 
haven’t brought yours undercover yet I would as this rain can do 
some serious damage.

On a personal note my trees are loving the rain and I just added 
another round of fertilizer.

I hope to see you all at the next meeting.

Regards
Thivern Pillay
Chairman MBS
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2. Club news

The next club meeting is on the 21st of March 2020. We will meet at our usual 
place at 12h00. Our very own Baobab master, Johann, will be doing a talk. Bring 
your baobabs and get some great advice. 

Midway Bonsai Society February 2020

Above: This is what Shaundre had to work with. This was only the second time someone 
has worked on this tree.

3. February meeting 

~“Panic causes tunnel vision. Calm acceptance of danger allows us to more easily 
assess the situation and see the options.”
―Simon Sinek
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Below: A few of our members and some visiting EBS members getting ready to listen o Shaundre.

Below: Shaundre doing some basic clean up 
on the tree

Below: Shaundre with on of his trees
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Below: While Denise was out galivanting Vaughn did the honours.
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Below: A better photo of the tree Shaundre is developing.
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Below: Closing the gap between trunk and the branch.
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Below: Listening for the crack.
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Below: Creating structure
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Below: This what the trunk looks like after brushing off the deadwood to expose the live vein.
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Below: Creating the pads with fine wire
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Below: Thank you Shaundre. You did a very good job. See again when you come back to do 
some carving and rewire some branched.
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4. Bonsai Rules – Hiss, scorn, angry glaring looks

The 'Rules' of Bonsai (Set one of three, maybe…)
by Brent Walston
Introduction

As in all arts, bonsai usually conforms to a set of conventions, guidelines, or 'rules'. Rules 
is probably the worst word of the three to describe what most artists do to create bonsai, 
but it is the word that most people use. These rules are not cast in stone and are 
frequently broken as the situation demands, but they are excellent guidelines for the 
creation of beautiful bonsai, and are invaluable to persons learning bonsai. They simplify 
what otherwise would be a bewildering set of decisions.
These rules mostly come from the Japanese culture of bonsai over the last few centuries. 
They are an analysis of what 'works', and what 'doesn't work' in the creation of bonsai. 
Almost anyone can create a decent looking bonsai by following these rules, whether or not 
one has any native talent. That is the beauty of this distillation. Of course, very good 
bonsai will still depend upon talent, experience, inspiration, and serendipity, as well as a 
general conformity to the rules of bonsai.

Trunk and Nebari Rules:

1. Height should be six times the caliper of the trunk.
2. Trunk should lean slightly toward the viewer.
3. Trunk should flare at base to visually anchor the plant.
4. Roots should radiate from the flare.
5. No eye-poking roots (directly at viewer).
6. Apex should lean toward viewer.
7. Trunk should taper as it ascends. No reverse taper.
8. Grafts should match understock and scion so that they are unobtrusive, or be placed 
low enough to disappear into the nebari.
9. Curves in trunk should not result in 'pigeon breast' (roundness toward viewer).
10. Apex should finish in the direction set by the base. 'Flow' should be maintained.
11. Trunk line should not move 'back on itself'. This is one of my rules and difficult to 
explain. It relates to the flow of the tree. A trunk line that moves back on itself creates a 
'C' curve.
12. For formal and informal upright, the apex should be over the base.
13. In informal uprights, too many 'S' curves will be tiresome.
14. As a tree ascends the curves should be closer together (related to branch placement).
15. A tree should have only one apex.
16. Twin tree trunks should divide at the base, not higher up.
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I found a gathering of rules or best practices when it comes to Bonsai a while back. Don’t ask 
me where but at least I know its is mostly from a person called Brent Walston. I won’t place 
all of it, but place only sections of it. If I don’t get strung up after this Newsletter, I will place 
some more. Feel free so discuss, diss or comment on them. Next time more on branches.
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5. Editor’s letter

Shaundre did an amazing job. He will 
be back to work some more on that 
Juniper. The tree needs some carving 
and in the future rework. For now the 
tree will rest and recover. Although I 
do not click with Junipers I can see 
that he does see something in the 
trees. Something he has learned over 
many trail and errors. I would 
personally like to thank EBS for 
visiting us. Next time we will have 
plates, butter and most importantly, 
coffee. This reminded me of the time 
my wife went on a business trip to 
Belgium for a few months. I had to 
look after our baby daughter all on my 
own. It was an adjustment and a half. 
But my daughter is still alive and I had 
a new found respect for my wife and 
single parents in general.

Shaundre, I am looking forward to 
seeing you again and witnessing the 
progression of a very special Juniper.
Jonathan received that Juniper from 
Gus and wanted someone truly special 
to work on it. I think we have found 
that person.
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I hope you have enjoyed this months issue of the Midway News.
If you have any questions or comments, please contact me directly. 

If you want to show off a few of your trees in the Newsletter, please send some picture to 
me. 

I would love to place a few in the Newsletter.

Pieter Bosch

Above: These are tiny green olives on a Wild 
Olive tree in an Industrial park in Randburg.

During our last meeting as I was gearing up for a cup of coffee I realised  that we forgot to 
unpack the kettle and set the tea and coffee utensils out. Sigh… It is in these small things 
that we remember how much Tannie Ina did for us. Gareth will be in charge of reminding 
us to put it out. He does not have to do it himself, but merely give us a kick in the side. So 
if he asks for help or give coffee related instructions, please help. 
Coffee is what keeps civilisations going, without it, it will be utter chaos. 


